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No Compromise
by Kenneth Copeland

Right here in America, Christians are being threatened
and pushed to hide their faith behind closed doors.
When we stand by faith on God’s WORD and refuse to
back down, we are more than conquerors because we
are standing behind Jesus!
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Signs of the Times
A prophecy fulfilled: Native American
ancestry receives another apology.

Avoiding the
Enemy’s Setup
by Keith Moore

One of the most effective tactics the devil uses against
the Body of Christ is to keep us in a state of unforgiveness.
When we forgive, we put the devil in his place and close
the door to his setups.
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Without the
Smell of Smoke
by Melanie Hemry

Robert Nichols landed on his
feet after being sent airborne
when struck by a car while
riding his motorcycle. Then, the
car hit him again—dragging him
70 feet. Miraculously, Robert
escaped without a single injury.
He and his wife, Tamara, know
God’s favor was his “shield of
protection”—a revelation they
embraced after partnering with
Kenneth Copeland Ministries.
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The mystery of our union with Jesus is a scriptural truth the devil
would like to keep hidden. Jesus explained to His disciples just before
He went to the cross that, through our union with Him we, as believers,
would be able to carry on His ministry after He ascended to the Father.
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Without the Smell of

The hands on the wall clock appeared frozen in place and the night seemed to crawl.
The building was quiet as 27-year-old Robert Nichols sat in his office, fingering a CD
by Kenneth Copeland from the 2005 Great Lakes Prosperity Overflow Convention.
Robert’s mother had given him the CD set from the meeting the year before, but he
and his wife, Tamara, had known better than to listen to it. For a year, the CDs had
remained on the countertop of their home. Now, though he knew better, Robert had
brought them to his third-shift job where he considered listening while he worked.
What was wrong with him?

He was committed to the
Lord and to doing what was
right. Back in college he’d
been on the football team
and a big man on campus,
partying and having a great
time. As soon as he realized
that he was being captured
by that culture, he quit
school, moved home and
immersed himself in the
Word of God. He’d thrown
himself into serving at the
church he had attended
since middle school.
Since being married,
Robert and Tamara had
been single-minded in their
pursuit of God.
That, he now realized, was
the problem.
They were doing
everything they knew to
do…but something was
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missing. They were so
hungry for more. Didn’t
Matthew 5:6 say that those
who hunger and thirst after
righteousness would be
satisfied? He and Tamara
were seeking the Lord at
home in their own private
time of worship and through
the Word of God. They were
serving in the church. And
yet they felt ravenous for
more.
Robert shoved the CD
aside and rubbed his hands
over his face, recalling
what his pastors taught:
It was wrong to listen to
any message outside their
own pulpit without their
approval. Yet he’d never
felt so compelled to do
something he knew was
wrong. With a deep sigh

of conviction, he shoved
the CD into the player and
turned it on.

Ignited by Faith

“When I listened to that
first CD it felt as though
I stepped into the light,”
Robert remembers. “We’d
been asking God for more,
never imagining that the
answer was at home lying on
the counter. I called Tamara
and said, ‘You’ve got to hear
this!’
“ When she got home
from her job as a special
educ at ion teac her, we
listened to the entire set of
the Great Lakes CDs. What
we heard changed our lives.
We started learning about
the power of our words and
how important it is that they
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watch
Robert &
Tamara’s
story

“Tamara and I believe
that the favor of God was
my shield that day, and
partnership is part of
God’s plan of protection.”
line up with God’s Word. We started
learning how to live by faith!”
At the same time, however, Robert
and Tamara were remembering
how important it was to honor their
pastors.
“ W hile we determined to
always honor them, the Lord also
emphasized to us that we had to
stop being so concerned about what
men think about us, and make God’s
opinion our top priority. Things were
being said about us that weren’t true,
but we chose not to be offended.
We went to church and honored
our pastors by doing just what they
wanted. But on our own time, we
chose to live by faith the way we were
learning from Brother Copeland.”
While practicing the principles
of prosperity, they decided to use
Tamara’s entire salary that year as
seed, over and above their tithe. They
2 0 : B VOV

gave as the Lord led them, even buying
one person a car.
In addition to his regular job, in
August Robert led a football camp for
boys at a maximum security prison.
Anger and rage erupted into fights
so often that the facility maintained
a ratio of one staff person for every
eight boys. However, on the football
field, Robert and one assistant had
upward of 40 boys, but not a single
fight broke out. It was so unusual that
the superintendent brought in a group
of state officials to observe.

some things that helped us understand
why we needed to leave, but it wasn’t
easy for us. Our pastors were the parents
of one of my best friends and we loved
them,” said Robert.
“The rest of the week we were so
stunned we could hardly sleep. We’d
heard Brother Copeland say that when
he and Gloria had a major decision
to make, they sat down and took
Communion over it. So we went to
our hotel room, took Communion and
asked God to help us. The Lord told
us, Brother Jerry has something for you.”

A Divine Connection

An Impartation of Anointing

Throughout 2006, 2007 and into
the beginning of 2008, the Lord
had Robert and Tamara in a type of
spiritual boot camp. They listened to the
Word and studied their Bibles, sowing,
giving and refusing to be offended.
Then, it seemed as though everything
fell apart.
Robert’s employer lost a contract and
Robert lost his job. He started a new
business to make up the difference,
but then was hit w ith another
disappointment. After three years, the
boys’ prison lost its funding and could
no longer host the football camp.
As a result, Robert had a week in
August with nothing scheduled.
Turns out, that was a good thing.
One day, while visiting the KCM
website, Tamara discovered that
the ministry’s Great Lakes Believers’
Convention was going to be held in
Milwaukee that same week. Deciding
to attend, the couple packed the car and
drove 19½ hours straight to get to the
convention.
“The first night of the convention,
Brother Copeland talked about when he
attended Oral Roberts University and
the Lord had said, I’m ready for you and
I’m ready for you now,” Robert recalled.
“Standing in that audience, Tamara
and I each heard the Lord speak those
words in our hearts. I was like, ‘Wait!
What? Now?’
“During those meetings the Lord
confirmed to us that He was calling us
into the ministry and He wanted us to
leave our church. Brother Copeland said

T hu rsday mor ning, t he L ord
instructed Jerry Savelle to lay hands on
people and impart the anointing to rise
above and overcome the circumstances
that would hold them back. He also
mentioned the anointing for ministry.
Their pastors were out of town and
Robert was scheduled to preach on
Sunday morning, so they left following
the Friday night service to return
home. During the long drive, Robert
and Tamara bargained with God about
going into ministry.
“Lord, we’re scheduled to be involved
in a lot of upcoming events. Can’t we
wait until the end of the year?”
No, do it now.
“Well, how about November?”
Now.
They wept all the way home, not
knowing how things would play out.
The one thing they did know, was that
whenever anyone had left their church,
they were shunned.
Looking out over the congregation,
Robert preached on Sunday morning
knowing it would be the last time he
would speak into their lives. When the
pastors returned home, Robert and
Tamara went to meet with them.
Pulling up outside their house,
Robert turned to Tamara.
“We’re not going in there to convince
them. We’re going to respectfully
inform them of what God has told us,”
he said. “There’s not going to be any
argument; no back and forth. We will
act in love.”
With tears streaming down their

faces, Robert and Tamara told their
pastors what God had said to them.
They also said how much they loved
them.
In response, their pastors told them
that they would not be welcomed back.

Walking in Love

“People in the church were told that
we were disobeying God and our lives
were in danger,” Tamara says. “We
lost all those relationships. It was just
Robert and me, with no idea what we
were supposed to do next. But because
we obeyed God, a great peace fell on us.
“Through the rest of 2008 and
into January 2009, it was just KCM
and us, as we continued learning
and growing. God used Brother
Copeland to help us straighten out
a lot of wrong teaching and unbelief
so it wouldn’t spill out of us and onto
other people when we stepped out
into public ministry.
“During that time, the Lord
directed us to call all the people
who’d left our church over the years
whom we’d shunned. We called and
apologized. Many of them stayed mad
and offended, but we were getting free.
“We got our 501(c)(3) and started
Word of Faith Ministries, holding
our f irst service in January 2009.
Over the next six years we had a
location where we held services and
pastored people. During that time
we also went through Jerry Savelle’s
School of Ministry. We graduated in
2012 and were ordained through him
in 2013.”
One of the scriptures that came
alive to Robert and Tamara was Psalm
5:11-12, “But let all who take refuge
in you be glad; let them ever sing for
joy. Spread your protection over them,
that those who love your name may
rejoice in you. Surely, Lord, you bless
the righteous; you surround them with
your favor as with a shield” (New
International Version).
“We got the revelation that the favor
of God is a shield!” Robert explains.
“Favor spreads its protection over us!”
They had no idea how soon that
shield would be put to the test.

Trial by Fire

It was a beautiful, sunny April
day in Connecticut, with just a bite
of chill in the air. Robert pulled
on his gloves and jacket to ride his
motorcycle to run errands, while
Tamara opted to use the car for hers.
Preparing to leave, Tamara paused.
Turning to Robert she said, “Hey
Baby, put your helmet on.”
Pulling away, she didn’t stop to see if
he put on the helmet. She didn’t even
know why she told him to wear it. By
Connecticut law, he didn’t have to
wear one.

At first, Robert didn’t bother with
the helmet, driving half a mile before
coming to a stop sign. Thinking about
Tamara’s words, he pulled over, took
his helmet out and put it on. Pulling
back onto a main road, he drove
another half mile before stopping at a
red light.
Just as the light turned green, Robert
heard a loud pop, felt a jolt and went
airborne. The moment it happened,
he realized he’d been hit from behind.
It had happened once before when a
woman wasn’t paying attention and
took her foot off the brake at a stoplight.

Partnership is
designed by God
to dramatically
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abilities,
resources
& rewards
of every believer.

—Kenneth Copeland
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She’d bumped into his motorcycle,
knocking him into the air. He’d landed
on his feet and walked away.

Hit Again

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

“Read Through the Bible in a Year Plan” written by Marilyn Hickey, and used by permission.

Now airborne, he looked down and
realized that he was parallel to the
ground. I’ll land on my feet, he reasoned.
Turning his body, he landed feet first on
the ground. As he took a step, the car
hit him a second time, slamming him
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facedown onto the street.
The car still didn’t stop. Robert’s
motorcycle was mangled under the right
front tire and he was almost under the
driver’s side tire. Pressing his chest off
the ground, he pulled his legs up to
keep them out from under the tire as
the car kept going.
“Stop the car!” he screamed, using his
authority against the spirits behind
the accident. He screamed again,
“Stop the car!”
The car continued, shoving and
dragging Robert and his motorcycle.
Aggravated, Robert shouted, “You’re
not running me over!”
He rotated his body, putting his left
hand on the bumper, trying to push
himself out from under the car which
was riding on his ribs. At the same
time, he focused on keeping his legs out
from under the tire.
As though in slow motion, the car
came to a stop. Crawling out from
under it and standing up, Robert saw a
crowd of people watching. Following the
direction of the Lord, he lay back down
on the street, pulling off his helmet
and gloves. Unzipping his jacket, he
found his cellphone and dialed Tamara.
Handing it to the closest person he said,
“Tell her what happened.”
A second person said, “Don’t worry,
buddy! I’m a police officer and I saw the
whole thing! You were dragged about
70 feet!”
Emergency vehicles began to arrive.
Through the noise, Robert heard
Tamara yell, “Baby, can you see me?”
Turning, he saw her bending down to
see him between the officer’s legs. He
smiled and gave her a thumbs-up.

Evidence of a Miracle

In the emergency room, the EMT
who had transported Robert from
the scene of the mishap, spoke to the
doctor.
“There’s no evidence to support what
I’m about to tell you except several
eyewitnesses,” he said. “This patient was
on a motorcycle, hit twice from behind
by a car and dragged about 70 feet.
His motorcycle was totaled, but there’s

nothing on him that would indicate he’s
been in an accident.”
Doctors poked, and prodded. They
ran Robert through CT scans and
X-rays.
But they couldn’t find a single injury.
“I thought there was a motorcycle
accident in here,” someone said.
“There is.”
“Wait…this is the guy? What kind of
gear did he have on?”
“It wasn’t the gear.”
“Shhh! He said something. What did
you say?”
“I said it wasn’t the gear that kept me
safe! It was the favor of God!”
Within three hours of being hit,
Robert Nichols was released from the
hospital and back home. That evening
at prayer meeting, he passed around the
clothes he’d been wearing.
“Tell me if you find a mark or a tear,”
he said to the stunned crowd.
There was none.
“Attacks are going to come, that’s
a given,” Robert says. “But we’re not
supposed to come through beaten
and downtrodden. God has given us
the victory that overcomes the world.
Tamara and I believe that the favor
of God was my shield that day, and
partnership is part of God’s plan of
protection. God told us to become
Partners with KCM and to attend
their meetings. We believe decisions
like that are just as important as who
we marry, where we live and walking
out God’s call on our lives. There is a
level of protection we enjoy because
we’re in our place and connected to
the people God set in our lives.”
In March 2015, God directed
Robert and Tamara to travel full time,
teaching people their rights through
faith. They also plan to start a weekly
broadcast through their website
(wofmct.org), YouTube and some local
stations.
Robert and Tamara Nichols want you
to know this: You may go through the
fire, but if you’re walking by faith in the
favor of God, you can come out not only
unharmed but without even smelling
like smoke.

